
Stan Sagehorn, a staple on the 
Sugar Creek Board of Aldermen, 
recently stepped down from the role 
he held for more than two decades.

Sagehorn, first elected in April 
1999, decided not to seek another 
term. 

“I am 76 years old. If elected to 
another term, I would have been 80 
when my term was over,” Sagehorn 
said. “I felt we needed someone 
younger who loves this city and 
would serve the people and speak 
for the people.”

Before serving as Alderman, 
Sagehorn served the city on the 
Planning and Zoning Commission 
for several years. He enjoyed 
working with city leaders like for-
mer Alderman Steve Salva, John 
Dumsky and former mayor Jack 
O’Renick. 

Prior to his election, Sagehorn 
was appointed to complete the 
term of friend and neighbor Joseph 
Loring when he passed away. 

“When you serve with men like 
this you see and love the Creek,” 
Sagehorn said. “Serving the city is 
serving the people which I enjoyed, 
and working with the employees of 
Sugar Creek was a real honor. Sugar 
Creek has so many good people 
in all different departments and so 
many good residents.”

Sagehorn has seen a lot of change 
in the city in his time on the board.  
He said the departments are more 
efficient in their continued efforts 
to save money and do the best for 
the people. 

One moment that stands out for 
Sagehorn was lawsuits filed against 
the former Amoco refinery. The 
refinery, which operated from 1904 
to 1982, settled more than 30 law-

suits with Sugar Creek residents 
regarding illnesses caused by pol-
luted soil. Another lawsuit Sagehorn 
recalled was the settlement between 
a would-be casino and the Missouri 
State Gaming Commission. 

“This resulted in $3 million being 
awarded to the city,” Sagehorn said. 
“The State of Missouri owes the 
people of Sugar Creek much more.”

Sagehorn was replaced by Joi 
Hazelrigg. He offered some words of 
wisdom for his predecessor. 

“Treat everyone the way you want 
to be treated,” he said. 

He suggests anyone wanting to 
get more involved in their commu-
nity start talking to their Alderman 
and express interest. 

Sagehorn said there are many 

things he’ll miss about being on the 
Board of Aldermen.

“Serving with the four other peo-
ple who make up the council and 
the department heads,” Sagehorn 
said. “This is when you find those 
who truly love the Creek.”

While he’s looking forward to 
more free time on Monday nights 
– to enjoy Monday Night Football 
and more time with his family – 
Sagehorn plans to stay involved and 
do what he can to help the commu-
nity he loves. 

“(I enjoy) the blue-collar atmo-
sphere we have here in Sugar 
Creek,” Sagehorn said. “And being 
accepted as I came here from Saint 
Louis 60 years ago.”
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FROM THE DESK OF MAYOR MIKE LARSON...
Council Meeting Minutes 4/12/2021

• The meeting was called to order short-
ly after 6:00 p.m. with the Mayor asking 
Mrs. Joi Hazelrigg to lead the attendees 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. Roll was then 
called to establish a quorum. A motion 
was made and seconded to move into a 
New Evidence Hearing. 

• New Evidence Hearing #1: Mr. Cary, 
“Mayor I would like to amend the agenda 
by pulling this item from the schedule.” 

Mayor Larson, “The bill and ordinance 
for the 50-foot by 70-foot metal building is 
hereby pulled from the agenda.” 

• New Evidence Hearing #2: Mayor 
Larson, “Mr. Cary is there any new evi-
dence for the planned industrial/business 
park?” 

Mr. Cary, “Mayor, there is no new evi-
dence.” 

• New Evidence Hearing #3: Mayor 
Larson, “Mr. Cary, is there any new evi-
dence for the proposed Taco Bell to be 
located at US 24 Highway and Sterling 
Ave?” 

Mr. Cary, “Mayor, there is no new evi-
dence.”

• As there was no further business from 
the floor, the Mayor proceeded to present 
the bills and ordinances to the Aldermen. 
Five ordinances were presented, all passed 
unanimously. 

a) #4424 declares the results of the 
Municipal General Election on 4/6/2021.

b) #4425 authorized payment to 
Graybar Inc, for solar lights for Wells Park. 

c) #4426 authorized payment to Graybar 
Inc, for solar lights for LaBenite. 

d) #4428 approved an amended devel-
opment plan for an Industrial/business 
park, located at 1530 North Allen Road 

e) #4429 approved a development plan 
and a Final Plat for property located at the 
northwest corner of US Highway 24 and 
Sterling Ave.

• Alderman Ray asked Mr. Layton if the 
parking lot at the gym could be restriped. 
Mr. Layton said that would be no prob-
lem. Alderman Ray asked Mr. Sparks for 
an update on the new playground equip-
ment. Mr. Sparks said the new equipment 
will most likely be located at the basket-
ball courts by Hink and Northern.

• Alderman Steffen thanked Mr. Layton 
and the Public Works crew for the new 
mulch added at all of the City park play-
grounds.

• Alderman Sagehorn mentioned he had 

passed City Hall late at night on several 
occasions this week and found the lights 
still on after 8:00 pm. Upon investigation, 
the Planning and Zoning Commission was 
meeting each of those nights. He wanted 
to thank the commission for the countless 
volunteer hours they have put in this year. 
The only concern the Alderman registered 
was the appearance of more and more 
kids on motorized scooters and bicycles, 
most without wearing helmets. The Chief 
said he would look into it.

• Alderman Sagehorn went on to say 
Mayor Dumsky told him as a young 
Alderman his job was not finished until 
the young Alderman Sagehorn had found 
his replacement. Alderman Sagehorn is 
excited to introduce Mrs. Joi Hazelrigg to 
the Council and looks forward to great 
things from her. Alderman Sagehorn 
cited the many improvements the City 
has accomplished in its last four years. 
With his role turned over to the incoming 
Alderman, Mr. Sagehorn wants to spend 
more time with his family, especially with 
his grandson. With one accord, the audi-
ence rose and gave Alderman Sagehorn a 
well-deserved standing ovation. 

• City Administrator Casey asked for 
a motion to approve Ms. Katherine Cole 
to the Board of Equalization. Ms. Cole 
would take the place of Ms. Kathy Liggett 
who after many years on the Board of 
Equalization wanted to take a break. 
The motion was made and seconded and 
approved unanimously by the Board of 
Alderman.

• Mr. Sparks reported there would be a 
Parks & Rec Meeting on 4/20. Mr. Sparks 
added a work day had been scheduled for 
LaBenite Park for this Saturday, 4/17, to 
continue the work on the disc golf course. 

• Mrs. Guthrie reported the City is a 
little over half-way through the fiscal year 
with revenues coming in at 44% and 
expenditures going out at 52%.

• All of the Department Heads thanked 
the retiring Alderman Sagehorn for his 
years of service, his dedication to the 
calling, to always keeping the City at the 
forefront of his thinking when suggesting 
improvements and how he had been a 
positive, uplifting force in each and every 
life.

• With no further business, the Mayor 
asked for the meeting to adjourn SINE DIE 
to which the Aldermen approved unani-
mously at 6:37 p.m.

• After a 5-minute break, the Mayor 
called the meeting back to order with a 
roll call. 

• Mrs. McGhee then began the process 
of swearing in each newly elected official 
in the following order: Mayor Larson, 
Chief Soule, Alderman Chuck Mikulich 
and Alderman Joi Hazelrigg. 

• The Mayor then asked for approval to 
appoint Alderman Ray as the Mayor Pro-
Tem. A voice vote indicated unanimous 
approval. 

• The Mayor then asked for a motion 
and second to adjourn and the meeting 
was adjourned at 7:00 p.m.

Council Meeting Minutes 4/26/2021
• The meeting began at 6:00 p.m. 
• After a quorum was established, the 

consent agenda was passed and followed 
by a New Evidence Public Hearing.

• Mr. Cary affirmed there had been no 
new evidence since the last Planning and 
Zoning meeting on Fly Ash Mine stabili-
zation. Ms. Amy Tharnish presented the 
Board with the Annual results of the Audit 
conducted by Cochran, Head & Vick. The 
Accounting Firm issued an unmodified 
opinion, stating the financial statements 
are fairly presented. This is the highest 
rating the accounting firm can issue. Only 
one reporting issue was uncovered, which 
has already been fixed and Sugar Creek 
complied in all phases of the Audit.

• The Mayor then began to present 8 
bills and one approval for the Board. All 
passed unanimously. 

a) #4430 - amends Chapter 12 of our 
Municipal Code of Ordinances 

b) #4431 - authorizes payment to ARMS 
for the camera system in the Police/Fire 
station

c) #4432 - appoints Judge Gary L. Helm 
to Municipal Court Judge 

d) #4433 - appoints Andrea M. Welch to 
Prosecuting Attorney 

e) #4434 - authorizes payment to 
Winwater Blue Springs for culvert piping 

f) #4435 - approves a Financial Services 
Agreement with Piper Sandler & Company, 
formerly Piper Jaffery 

g) #4436 - approves a renewal of a 
Special Use Permit for KC Fly Ash for con-
tinued mine stabilization 

h) #4437 - approves an agreement and 
authorizes payment to Axon Enterprise, 

–– See “From Mayor Mike Larson’s 
Desk” on page 4



NEWS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTS
Fire Department

FIRESIDE CHAT– With summer quickly approaching we all have 
plans for family barbeques, swimming and outdoor fun with friends 
and family. But it’s important to remember you need to protect your-
self from the heat. This is especially early summer when our bodies 
are still acclimating to summer temperatures and humidity levels. The 
two most common heat-related illnesses we see as a department are 
heat exhaustion and heat stroke. Though both are caused when your 
body is unable to keep itself cool, they are very different. It is impor-
tant to understand the symptoms of each, as well as how to respond 
if you or a loved one begins to exhibit signs of heat-related illness.

Heat exhaustion is a condition that occurs when the body is 
unable to regulate its internal temperature and becomes dehydrated. 
The symptoms are very recognizable and luckily, preventable: pro-
fuse sweating; dizziness or lightheadedness; pale, cool, clammy skin; 
muscle cramping; weak, rapid pulse; nausea or vomiting.

The treatment for heat exhaustion is to stop physical activity and 
move to a cool, preferably air-conditioned place as soon as possible.  
Lie supine or in a relaxed with a cold compress and drink water.  The 
symptoms of heat exhaustion should begin to improve within 30 min-
utes, if they continue contact emergency services.

Heat stroke is a condition caused by your body overheating, usu-
ally as a result of prolonged exposure to or physical exertion in high 
temperatures. Heat stroke is a severe medical emergency and requires 
immediate medical treatment and cannot be treated at home.  The 
symptoms of heat stroke are: no sweating; red, hot skin; body tem-
perature over 103 degrees; strong, rapid pulse; loss of consciousness or 
altered mental state

If you of someone you know is experiencing any signs of a heat 
stroke, call 911 immediately.  Help will be dispatched to your location 
but the steps to cool down the patient with a cold compress or a fan 
can start immediately until EMTs arrive on scene.  Left untreated, heat 
stroke can quickly cause organ damage and lead to serious complica-
tions or death.

We all look forward to the summer months of outdoor fun, but be 
sure to follow these guidelines to keep yourself and loved ones safe:

• Drink plenty of fluids, preferably water, before, during and after 
physical activity. 

• Avoid sodas and sugary drinks as well as alcohol
• Avoid physical activity in the direct sunlight during the hottest 

parts of the day
• Wear light colored and lightweight clothing when exercising or 

working outdoors
• Be aware of medications, obesity, age, and any other factors that 

might put you at higher risk.
Stay safe,

–– Captain Brandon Smith, Sugar Creek Fire Department

Police Department
CHIEF’S CHAT– On April 29, I attended the Blue River Police 

Academy graduation where I had the pleasure to see two of the 
recruits walk the stage in Sugar Creek Police Uniforms. Officers Martin 
Hall and Darold Funk will become reserve officers for Sugar Creek.
Officer Hall is currently a dispatcher for Sugar Creek. We welcome the 
new officers to the Sugar Creek family.

As Summer has begun, we will be increasing our patrol operations 
around the parks and throughout our neighborhoods. Should you 

have any problems or complaints please contact us at 816-252-7058.
APRIL CRIME STATS:
Assaults .................................................................................... 0
Burglary.................................................................................... 1
Disturbance .............................................................................. 3
Fraud  ...................................................................................... 0
Larceny .................................................................................... 6
Drug charges ............................................................................ 2
Destruction of property and/or vandalism .................................. 3
Missing persons/runaways  ....................................................... 1

–– Chief Chris Soule

Parks & Recreation
CONCERT IN THE PARK– Join us for Fourth Friday Concert in the 

Park, June 25 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
FOURTH OF JULY PARADE– The parade will take place on July 4, 

starting at 11:00 a.m. Parade route will start at the corner of Lexington 
& Sterling, north to Putnam and ends at Mike Onka Memorial Hall. 
For information on parade registration, contact Paul Olinskey at (913) 
706-8919 or Jack Sparks at (816) 252-4400 ext. 1137.

FIREWORKS DISPLAY– The Sugar Creek 4th of July Fireworks 
Display will take place at Kaw Field on July 4, starting at dusk 
(approximately 9:00 p.m.). Participants are encouraged to bring their 
own chairs, blankets and snacks. Enjoy the show!

Utility Billing Department
UTILITY EMAILS NOT FROM CITY– The City of Sugar Creek 

Utility Billing department was contacted by a few residents regard-
ing emails they received reminding them their utility payment is due. 
These emails are NOT from the Sugar Creek Utility department. The 
City will never send you an email regarding your utility account, 
unless you have been in prior contact with us and we indicated you 
would be receiving an email.

In addition, we will never contact you to collect your payment via 
credit card over the phone. All utility bills are due by the eighteenth 
of every month and are payable at City Hall during business hours, 
through our night drop box, or online at www.officialpayments.com. 
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Inc for Tasers, instruction, software and training 
• A Blasting Permit Renewal was approved by the Aldermen for 

Central Plains Deep Mine 
• The Mayor distributed Certificates of Appreciation to 10 volun-

teers for their work on the new Disc Golf Course on March 27. The 
Mayor mentioned receiving the Public Service Academy Business 
Partner of the Year award from the Independence School District. 
The Mayor then asked for approval from the Aldermen to select Mr. 
Jeff Shawhan for the Missouri Municipal League Citizen of the Year 
award. The Aldermen approved unanimously. The Aldermen the 
voted unanimously for Mr. Stan Sagehorn to be the recipient of the 
Truman Heartland Citizen of the Year award.

• Alderman Ray thanked Mr. Layton for striping the Gym parking 

lot. 
• Alderman Mikulich pointed out if a playground is placed at the 

corner of Hink and Northern, there are two lots available. One can be 
used for the playground, the other can be sold for development. This 
led to a discussion as to whom would market the available lot and 
any others in the City which might be suitable for development. The 
Alderman then asked Mr. Casey about progress in getting the deed 
for the gun range. Mr. Casey and Mr. Kidwell both said not much 
movement had taken place.

• Alderman Steffen notified Public Works the cleanup at LaBenite 
Park for the Disc Golf Course finished. Anything out in the open is 
fair game for Public Works to pick up at their convenience.

• Alderman Hazelrigg reported a resident on Ridge Drive brought 
to her attention a pile of bulky items left on the lot near Dollar Tree. 
Mr. Casey will take this under advisement. Alderwoman Hazelrigg 
stated she realized she had big shoes to fill and her biggest mission 
was to communicate with her constituents.

• Mr. Casey reminded the Aldermen we had talked about install-
ing cameras at City Hall. The price from Diamond Computers would 
be about $9000 for equipment and installation. The Mayor asked 
about storage space and Chief Soule confirmed that with the 10-year 
contract, there would be no worries about storing video. The City 
Administrator then asked the Aldermen to approve the contract with 
Wald Fireworks for the 2021 Fourth of July Fireworks Show. The 
Alderman unanimously approved the 2021 show at an increased price 
from last year. Mr. Casey proposed a one-quarter mile walking trail 
at the corner of Sterling Ave and Lexington. Lastly, 8 members of the 
Sugar Creek staff will attend the Lauber Municipal Officials Training 
on Friday, 4/30.

• Chief Soule pointed out Ace Pipe will begin repairing Sanitary 
Sewer soon in the area of Felton and Claremont. The Chief is request-
ing no street parking during the repairs. Judge Helm reported to Chief 
Soule more in-person trials will begin to take place. Chief Soule also 
put in the Sweet Talk a reminder for the citizens that Police take care 
of abandoned cars and tall weeds as nuisance violations. The Codes 
Department takes care of everything else.

• Chief Richardson asked for approval to use Mike Onka Hall for 
a fund raiser/tribute to a volunteer small-engine mechanic who has 
kept lawn mowers, chain saws and the like running since 1991. The 
Fire Department will sponsor a BBQ Cookout for Mr. Bill Brown on 
June 19. If the weather cooperates, most of the activities will be held 
outside with games and food from 3 until 7. This will be like an open 
house where visitors may come and go at any time. The Chief has 
had some luck hiring a couple of new recruits to the Reserve List.

• Mr. Sparks asked for the Board to approve the hiring of the part-
time Mike Onka Hall attendant and part-time Gym attendant. The 
Board approved unanimously. Mr. Sparks announced final approval 
has been submitted to ATHCO playground equipment. Construction 
will begin soon with delivery and installation in late June.

• Mr. Cary informed the Aldermen a Board of Zoning Adjustment 
needs to be formed and have a meeting in about a month. The 
Aldermen will take that subject under advisement. 

• Mrs. Guthrie reported the City is about 58% of the way through 
the year with 46% of the revenues being reported and 56% of 
expenses recorded to date. Mrs. Guthrie remarked how well the Fiscal 
Audit was completed this year. 

• Seeing no further business, the Mayor asked for a motion to 
adjourn. The Meeting was adjourned at 7:18 p.m.
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FROM MAYOR MIKE LARSON’S DESK 
n continued from page 2

COMMUNITY & YOUTH 
INVOLVEMENT:
n Participate or Conduct Flag Ceremonies & 
 Present Flag Education in Schools
n Keep in contact with legislators regarding 
 Veteran Benefit Issues
n Support Scouting Organizations by donating 
 Kelsey Hall for meetings etc.
n Participate in Achievement Awards in the 
 Community & Schools

n Provide Veterans with Medical Equipment 
 and assistance when needed
n Support Homeless Veterans Programs
n Adopt Veterans and families in need when 
 situation arises throughout the year
n Support ‘National Veterans Services’ – Spot  
 Clips, Unmet Needs, MAP Support Veteran & 
 Military Suicide Prevention – 800-273-8255
n Veterans are available to go to schools and 
 organizations to give presentations

POST EVENTS:
n 1st Sunday of the month Breakfast
 October thru May Mothers & Fathers Day
 

APRIL
n Attend Junior ROTC Cadet Award
 Presentation – we sponsor 6 Cadets
n Flag Retirement Ceremony at Post home – 
 open to the public

MAY
n Mothers Day Breakfast – open to the public
n Buddy Poppy Drive – funds used to provide 
 relief for Veterans & families
n Hold Memorial Day Ceremony at 
 Memorial Park

JUNE 
n Fathers Day Breakfast – open to the public

JULY
n Provide Honor/Color Guard for Sugar Creek 
 4th of July Parade

AUGUST 
n Hold drives for school supplies, hats & 
 gloves for Elementary schools
n Meet in the Creek Hog Roast – open to
 the public

SEPTEMBER 
n 9/11 Remembrance Day
n Conduct POW/MIA Recognition Ceremony – 
 open to public

OCTOBER
n Flag Retirement Ceremony at Post home – 
 open to the public
n Sponsor Youth Contests/Events – Voice of 
 Democracy; Patriots Pen, etc.
n Support National Home for Children trip to 
 Eaton Rapids, Michigan

NOVEMBER 
n Veterans Day Ceremony at the ‘Wall of 
 Honor’ – open to the public
n Provide Veterans Day Programs at
 schools & organizations
n Provide Thanksgiving Dinner – open to
 the public

DECEMBER
n Adopt Veterans & Families in need for 
 Holiday Season
n Children’s Christmas Party at our adopted 
 National Guard Unit 1129 Infantry

SUGAR CREEK VFW INVITES YOU TO JOIN 
US IN SUPPORTING VETERANS

VETERAN AND AUXILLARY PROGRAMS

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!
facebook.com/SugarCreekMO
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
Life of Harter Remembered

Shirley June Harter, 73 of Sugar Creek, MO 
passed away April 25, 2021.

Shirley was born December 15, 1947 
in Kansas City, MO to Cecil and Florence 
(Thompson) Greer. She enjoyed going to the 
Casinos and play the slot machines. Shirley 
enjoyed cooking her famous meatballs and 

spending time with her family and grandchildren.
Shirley was preceded in death by her parents, Cecil and 

Florence Greer: brother, Larry Greer; sister, Louise Rogers.
Shirley is survived by her 2 sons Charles C. Harter (Veronica), 

Kenneth L. Harter (Pamela); brother, Arthur W. Greer (Jenny); 6 
grandchildren, Chelsea Abbott, Christina Harter, Vanessa Harter, 
Stephanie Harter, Kenneth Harter II, Jennifer Hinrichs; 11 great-
grandchildren.

 At the library...
JUNE 2021

LIBRARY CLOSED
The Sugar Creek library remains 

closed due to COVID. Patrons may 
reserve materials and pick those up at the 

Trails West branch, 11401 E. 23rd St. in Independence.

n after lunch book group
The monthly After Lunch Book Group will meet virtu-
ally June 10 at 3:00 p.m. to discuss Kate Clifford Larson’s 
novel Assassin’s Accomplice.

Summer time is pool time! 
And pool time is fun time!  If you are fortunate enough to have a pool

for this summer, enjoy it to the ultimate!  There can also be many
hazards associated with swimming pools. For the safety of your

family and guests, before making a pool purchase, or getting your pool
ready for the season, please stop by Sugar Creek City Hall to pick up

your copy of pool and fencing regulations and your pool permit. All swimming 
pools over 24 inches in depth require an annual pool permit.

Bill Brown, long time Sugar Creek Fire Department Mechanic 
and his wife have been hit hard financially with unforeseen com-

plications from Covid-19.
Bill has given count-

less volunteer hours to 
the Sugar Creek Fire 
Department. Without 
Bill, the Department 
would have to spend 
thousands on repairs. It’s 
our turn to give Bill and 

Belinda the “Thank You” they both deserve.
Join the Sugar Creek Fire Department on June 19, 2021 from 

3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. for a family, friends and community din-
ner served by members of SCFD at Onka Hall in Sugar Creek. The 
Department will be serving BBQ Sandwiches and choice of sides 
for indoor or outdoor dining and carry out.

We’ll ask only that you donate to the Browns in return. There 
will be yard games, Fire Apparatus and plenty of family friendly 
activities in Harrison Park.

For any questions, contact Pat Casey (816) 809-9893, Fire Chief 
Nate Richardson or Capt. Brandon Smith (816) 521-7923.

BBQ Dinner with SCFD benefiting 
Bill & Belinda Brown

Post 3976 in Sugar Creek would like to extend an open invitation 
to all Veteran’s to march behind the Color Gaurd in the upcoming 
4th of July Parade.

As a Veteran who has served their country, you can walk the 
entire Parade route or as much as you feel able to, you can make 
that decision. We do ask if marching that you proudly wear a shirt 
denoting which Branch you served in.

Thank you in advance for participating but most of all we honor 
you for serving your country. We hope to see you on the fourth!

CALLING ALL VETERANS!

With several Patriotic holidays coming up – beginning with Armed Forces 
Day on May 15, then Memorial Day, Flag Day, and finally Independence Day 
– we are challenging all Sugar Creek residents and business owners to show 
your patriotism by displaying your flag and deck out your house, yard and 
business in the old red, white and blue. Post your pictures at https://tinyurl.
com/3pwpsdb2. We’ll be driving the streets of the Creek to get a closer 
look, and you can nominate your neighbors or favorite Sugar Creek busi-
ness. VFW Post & Auxiliary Officers are not eligible. Homes and Businesses 
will be judged in separate categories. Judging will begin on June 28.

Show us your patriotism!
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